Londonderry Historical Society Collection Policy


The Londonderry Historical Society is an independent, not for profit educational organization with a mission to preserve and promote the history of Londonderry, New Hampshire.
Through the collection, preservation, and interpretation of objects and documents, the LHS provides educational programs and interpretive exhibits, and organizes historic preservation initiatives to make history meaningful to a broad audience.
Collecting Policy: The LHS collection shall comprise items that document the history of Londonderry and its residents.
Collecting Goals:
1. Represent the domestic, civic, and religious life, crafts, occupations, industries, and businesses of Londonderry.
2. Represent the customs, cultures and material life of all groups who have contributed to the town39
3. 
Acquisition Priorities and Guidelines:
1. An item's historical associations, social significance and documentation are of paramount importance.
2. Priority will be given to the acquisition of items made or used in Londonderry and associated with local people, events, or themes.
3. Items representative of those known to have existed in Londonderry but that were made or used elsewhere may be acquired if they support the LHS goals.
4. The LHS will attempt to evaluate its collecting in relation to that of other institutions, seeking to avoid duplication or competition. The ability to refer researchers to relevant sources is important.
Acquisition Criteria: the following are the criteria to judge an item's appropriateness.
1. Relevance to the LHS goals.
2. Condition of the item and the ability of the LHS to provide proper care and conservation.
3. Availability of storage space and the proper environment for care.
4. Potential future use of the item in exhibition or research
5. Availability of better or more appropriate placement of the object.
6. Availability of a funding source, preferably from the door for ongoing care and storage of the object.
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Londonderry Historical Society Deaccession Policy


Deaccession is the process of permanently removing accessioned objects or materials from the collection. Accessioned objects are those which have been officially accepted into the LHS collection. The Londonderry Historical Society recognizes the serious nature of deaccessioning items given the Society, while recognizing that museum collections cannot remain static and must be subject to review.
This policy sets guidelines to ensure that removal decisions are consistently applied. Items for deaccession will be identified by the LHS members. The members will prepare a list of items to be deaccessioned, including the reasons for the deaccession and a method of disposal of each item. The list will be presented to the Collections Committee for consideration and approval. The Board will give final approval for all deaccessions. If necessary, independent appraisals of the market value of the material will be obtained.
Criteria:
Items for deaccession must meet one of the following criteria:
1. The item is outside the scope of the mission statement of the LHS and its collection policy.
2. The item is a duplicate of another item in the collection and determined to be unnecessary to retain.
3. The item cannot be properly cared for by the LHS due to poor physical condition, size, or other factors.

Disposition:
In all cases. The methods of disposal are to be considered by the Collection Committee:
1. Gift or exchange with another educational institution.
2. Public sale of the material with public notice at auction.
3. Return to original donor or heirs.
4. Destruction where material is of no educational value or the item is in such poor condition that it cannot be restored.
Preference shall be given to placing items of significance to another institution so that the public may continue to have access to the item.
Items of significant historical of intrinsic value shall not be given or sold to LHS members or their representatives.
In lieu of destruction, the LHS may directly sell or give the item away without restrictions.


Restrictions:
Before any item is to be deaccessioned, reasonable efforts must be made to ascertain that the museum is reasonably free to do so. Where restrictions to the disposition of the item are found, the LHS will observe the condition of each acquisition. If possible, LHS will attempt negotiation of the condition with the donor or seek legal counsel.

Proceeds:
In accordance with the Code of Ethics published by the American Association of Museums, all proceeds resulting from the sale of deaccessioned items from the permanent collections of the LHS shall in no event be used for anything other than acquisition or direct care of the collections. 
If material, received as a gift or bequest, is sold or exchanged, the material acquired through this exchange must be indicated as acquired as the result of the gift or bequest of the original donor.  

Documentation:
1. All records relating to the deaccessioned material will remain in their original locations and will be marked "DEACCESSIONED" in a prominent position.
2. All documents relating to the deaccession will be placed in the item's object file.
3. Duplicate records of the final disposition of the material will be kept in a separate deaccessions file in order to provide a concise record of all deaccessioned materials. These records include any correspondence related to the item, all reports generated by MHA staff and outside experts, record of the action of the Committee, information on its final disposition, and a photograph of the object at the time of its deaccession.

